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Renewabl e Ener gy

The purpose of the Conpetitive Energy effort is to get
Womng in a position to conpete for funds the US
Departnment of Energy may have avail able for use in
research focused on renewabl e energy. For the State
this generally neans renewable w nd energy.

A team has been assenbled to create pre-proposal
docunents (5 page concept papers w th budget estinates)
whi ch can be used to respond to Notice of Intent and
Fundi ng Opportunity Announcenents issued by the DCE.
The team consi sts of representatives fromthe School of
Energy Research at the University of Wom ng, the

O fice of Research and Econom c Devel opnent at the

Uni versity of Wom ng, the School of Engineering at the
University of Wom ng, Western Research Institute,
Wom ng State Geol ogi cal Survey, Wom ng Public Service
Conmm ssi on, Wom ng Infrastructure Authority, Wom ng
Pi peline Authority, Wom ng Business Council, the State
Energy O fice and the Governor’'s Ofi ce.

The approach taken was to identify those areas of
strategic inportance to the |long-term economc

devel opnment of the state. Five areas becane the focus
of the teamis efforts which are advance coal
conversi on, carbon capture and storage, energy
efficiency, infrastructure, and renewabl e enerqgy.

Wth respect to renewabl e energy the case is very
strong for wwnd power in Womng. The state has nearly
50% of the class five and above on shore wnd in the
country. This helps explain why there are nearly 30

wi nd devel opnent conpanies interested in doing business
in Womng. Additionally, there are currently six
maj or interstate transm ssion lines in various stages
of devel opnment whose mission is to nove the wind power
to market in the |oad centers of the west. The
connecti on between renewabl e energy and infrastructure
are obvious in that the enornous w nd resource cannot
be devel oped wi t hout the connecting transm ssion. O her



proposals in this area are focused on snaller renewable
proj ects.

There are multiple billions of dollars in the ARRA
attached to the solutions to these problens for the
nation. The hope is to be conpetitive enough with
proposals to attract dollars to Wom ng based research
Realistically, these will be very highly conpetitive
arenas but the goal of this effort is to make a strong,
solid effort telling the Wom ng story.

G ven the extrenmely conpetitive nature of this source
of funds it is not possible to give a firmestinmte of
the noney that may flow to Wom ng.
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